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Patriot Battalion Claims Ranger Challenge Victory  
October 25, 2009 

Fort Devens, MA-After months of rigorous training and preparation, the Patriot Battalion Ranger 
Challenge team walked away from Fort Devens, Massachussetts with a 1st place finish in the Rudder 
Division of ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 2nd Brigade Ranger Challenge competition held on October, 25th 2009. The 10-
Cadet Ranger Challenge team was led by team captain Cadet Denniǎ YŜƭƭȅ όt/ Ωмлύ ŀƴŘ included: Gregory 
/Ŝƭƭƻ όt/ ΩммύΣ tŀǘǊƛŎƪ hΩ5ƻƴƴŜƭƭ όt/ ΩммύΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊ [ȅƻƴ όt/ ΩммύΣ !ƳōŜǊƭȅ DƭƛǘȊ όt/ ΩмнύΣ !ƴŘǊŜǿ [ǳŎƛŘ 
όt/ ΩмнύΣ YȅƭŜ wƛōƛŜǊƻ όt/ ΩмнύΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊ /ŀǳŘŀ όt/ ΩмнύΣ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ 9ŜǊƘŀǊǘ όW²¦ Ωмоύ ŀƴŘ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ 
DŀƭƭŀƎƘŜǊ ό.Ǌȅŀƴǘ ΩмоύΦ The Ranger Challenge competition is held annually in October at Fort Devens, 
where ROTC Cadets come from across New England to compete in the physically and mentally 
challenging two-day, 10-event competition with events including the Army Physical Fitness Test, Land 
Navigation, One-Rope Bridge, Hand Grenade Assault Course, Weapons Proficiency, Leaders Reaction 
Course, Intelligence Gathering, Evaluate a Casualty, Patrolling and a 10k Ruckmarch. The Patriot 
Battalion placed 1st in the Hand Grenade Assault Course event with a total of 60 points, beating Saint 
WƻƘƴΩǎ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ who scored 56 points. Each team member competed in all of the 10 events and played 
a vital role in the success of the Patriot Battalion. In the overall competition the Patriot Battalion 
finished 10th out of the 19 different teams competing.  

2009 Patriot Battalion Ranger Challenge Team flanked by coaches.  Pictured from L to R are: 
CPT Saporita, CDT Glitz, CDT Ribiero, CDT Kelley, CDT Eerhart, CDT Lyons (holding Guidon), 
CDT Cello, CDT Lucid, CDT Cauda, CDT O'Donnell, CDT Gallagher, MAJ Lafferty. 



Chaa!b59wΩ{ /hwb9w  
Notes from the Professor of Military Science 

A belated welcome back, Patriot Battalion! We had a busy but great summer and are already off to an 
excellent start here on campus. Among the many other things happening over the summer, we sent and 
graduated 17 Cadets to the Leader Development Assessment Course (LDAC), with two of those 
commissioning at their graduation ceremonies: 2LT Brendan McKeague (Infantry) and 2LT Andrew 
LetarǘŜ όLƴŦŀƴǘǊȅύΣ ōƻǘƘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ά9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘέ ǊŀǘƛƴƎǎ ŀǘ [5!/ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛoned Officers in 
the US Army. Two other Cadets ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ά9έ ǊŀǘƛƴƎǎ ŀǘ [5!/Σ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ мо ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
performances and came away that much stronger as the leadership of the battalion this year. I spent 
most of my summer as a Company TAC Officer at LDAC and enjoyed providing leadership assessments to 
over 240 Cadets from around the country. As I observed and assessed these Cadets, I was pleased to see 
how very well our own Cadets compared to them. We truly have some of the best Cadets in the country 
right here in this Battalion. 

 LDAC was just one of many summer training opportunities for the battalion, however, as we 
graduated 6 Cadets from Airborne School, 6 from Air Assault School, and 3 from Mountain Warfare 
School. Additionally, we sent 2 to an internship with NORAD in Colorado Springs, 1 to DCLT at Ft. Jackson 
and 1 to CTLT in Korea.  

The summer months were also a time of transition as we farewelled Majors Porter and Gouck and 
welcomed CPT John Saporita, MAJ Tucker Shosh, and CPT Geoff Farrell to the team. Our new team 
members are all very experienced Officers who bring a wealth of knowledge and leader development to 
our Cadet Corps and will help take us to the next level of performance over the coming years. 

Upon return to campus, our new Cadet Battalion leadership took charge and began preparations 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƳŜǎǘŜǊ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ά.ŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ²ŜŜƪΦέ  This set the stage for a very effective 
reception event for the Battalion on 9 September and later for the Patriot Indoctrination Training (PIT) 
that we conducted at Camp Fogarty on 19 & 20 September. Most recently, our Ranger Challenge 
team returned with the First Place trophy in the Rudder Division in the 2009 Ranger Challenge at Ft. 
Devens, MA from October 23rd-25th. All of these events have postured the Battalion to launch 
aggressively into the remainder of the semester and continue to develop leaders of character across all 
of our campuses. 

We continue to push the standards of performance higher each week, and I am regularly 
impressed with the commitment and dedication of our Cadets as they improve with every PT session, 
every class, and every leadership Lab. We are off to a great start, but we have much further to go yet. As 
always, I want to send a note of thanks to all of our Alumni who continue to check in via e-mail, phone, 
or in person. You all remain an integral part of this Battalion with a proud history tracking back almost 
60 years. I look forward to ǎŜŜƛƴƎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǘ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ 5ŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ .ŀƭƭΣ ƻǊ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƛƴ 
between. 

  
Train to Fight. Fight to Win!   

  
aŀǘǘƘŜǿ wΦ aŎYƛƴƭŜȅΣ άtŀǘǊƛƻǘ сέ  
Lieutenant Colonel, Field Artillery 
Professor of Military Science    
 

 
 
 
 



NOTES FROM THE SENIOR MILITARY INSTRUCTOR 

Welcome Patriot Battalion! It has been a fast and very productive school year so far.  I want to 
congratulate each and every member of the battalion for their hard work and perseverance that has 
been displayed. With the mounting homework, mid-term exams and then top it off with the highest 
exposure to leadership training that the Patriot Battalion has placed upon you each one of you has 
excelled.  Each one of you has grown fast and professionally and is on track to become the best Officers 
of the Army. 
Congratulations to the Ranger Challenge team and every Cadet that trained for the team. Wear the 
Ranger Challenge tabs you have earned with pride, you have stepped above your peers and the skills 
that you have mastered will serve you for years to come. For those that earned the Bold Challenge 
ribbon congratulations to you as well. You stood up, took the challenge and causedτfor the first time in 
many yearsτthe team to actually have to make a choice for who would represent us all at the 2nd 
Brigade Ranger Challenge. Forming the base of the new Ranger Company, you are that caliber of leader 
that the Patriot Battalion is famous for. Keep up that fire; challenge your classmates and fellow Cadets.  
Coming up in November is the Battalion Field Training Exercise. Read ahead, study your text, field 
manuals, and SOPs. You will need to plan your schedule around this weekend, there is no time at the 
FTX for anything but Army training. You will be challenged and you will grow in ways that you cannot see 
now. At the end, you will look back and not recognize that leader that you were. 
Talk about ROTC with your friends. Tell them about how it is preparing you to be a leader. Bring them 
into the program and help them become the best leader that they can be. One mission that is always 
tasked to leaders in the Army is retention of your quality Soldiers and telling the Army story to people 
that you meet. Tell the Army ROTC story to your friends; bring them in to meet the Cadets and Cadre. 
When LTC McKinley and I are asked about the credentials of our battalion, we think of the following 
event: September 14, 1944 on the Crozon Peninsula (western part of France): 
άI am to surrender to you," German LtGen Ramcke told BG Canham, Assistant Division 
Commander, 8th ID, through his own interpreter. ϦL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎǊŜŘŜƴǘƛŀƭǎέΦ BG Canham 
pointed to the eager dogfaces crowding the entrance with their M-1s. "These are my 
ŎǊŜŘŜƴǘƛŀƭǎέΦ This blunt phrase put the Nazi in his place, and paid dramatic tribute to the real 
power behind America's Army.  

²ƘŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǎƪ ǿƘȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻƛƴ wh¢/Σ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘƛǎΣ άL ŀƳ ƛƴ wh¢/Σ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ 
Army Officer. I am getting the best leadership training anywhere and nothing will ever be as important 
ŀǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜŦŜƴŘ ǘƘƛs Nation. Come and see if you have the mettle that 
L ƘŀǾŜΦέ  You are our Credentials.  
Train to Fight, Fight to Win! 
  
MSG Bowman 
Master Sergeant 
Senior Military Instructor 
  



Patriot Battalion Re-formsτHonors Excellence 
September 17, 2009 
 
Providence, RI ς The Patriot Battalion gathered on Hendricken Field on Sept. 9, 2009 to activate the 
battalion and recognize several Cadets for their outstanding academic and extracurricular achievements 
from the previous academic year and over the summer. 
 
Geoffrey Ensby '10, of Bryant University, was awarded the Legion of Valor for his academic excellence 
and leadership skills. Ensby has an almost perfect GPA of 3.94 and is planning to serve in the 
Massachusetts National Guard as a military intelligence officer. Ryan Totolo '10, Cadet Battalion 
Commander, and Brendan McKeague Ω09, both Providence College Cadets, were also recognized for 
their performances at the Leader Development Assessment Course (LDAC) over the summer.  
 
"He is just a great all-around leader," LTC Matthew McKinley, chair of the Department of Military 
Science said of Totolo.  
 
Several other students were also recognized at the activation for their achievements. Five students from 
the battalion were on the Dean's List at their respective schools. Another five students were recognized 
for maintaining GPAs from 3.2 to 3.49. 
  
LTC McKinley further referred to the activation ceremony as an orientation for all of the Cadets in the 
Battalion. "Today is the first time many of these kids have put on a uniform," he said.  
 
During the activation ceremony a Cadet ǊŜŀŘ ŀƭƻǳŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀǘǊƛƻǘ .ŀǘǘŀƭƛƻƴΩǎ ROTC program. 
"We are innately tied to the schools we serve. They are part of our history and we are part of theirs," 
McKinley told the Cadets.  
 
The Cadets were introduced to the Cadre at the activation. Three members of the Cadre, CPTs Shosh, 
Saporita and Farrell, are new to the battalion this year.  All of the Cadre have served in the active Army.  
 
The senior class and junior class Cadets were introduced to the Battalion. Many of the senior class 
Cadets attended the rigorous 29 day LDAC over the summer. McKinley said that the PC Cadets who were 
critiqued at the class over the summer received higher marks on their critiques than the national 
average. 
  
"There's just a different demeanor about them," said McKinley of the seniors. "I am very proud of 
them." 
  
After the ceremony on Hendricken, the battalion moved inside to '64 Hall where they received a briefing 
called άRoad to War.έ  The briefing included a short clip of a taped exercise that the Battalion conducted 
last year at Bryant University from which they could assess their performance.  They also had a brief 
simulation to the preparations which take place before Soldiers go out into the field. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Army Ten Miler Team Gives DC a Run 
October 4, 2009 

Washington, D.C. ς On October 4th 2009, seven Cadets from the Patriot Battalion participated in the 25th 
annual Army Ten-Miler road race held in Washington, DC.  Cadets Geoffrey Ensby (Bryant University) 
Amberly Glitz, Lauren Magrane, Patrick hΩ5onnell, Gregory Cello, Andrew Lucid, and Christopher Lyon 
(Providence College) ran to a 21st place team finish in the 56 team deep ROTC Division, but not before 
ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎŀǇƛǘƻƭΦ  

By arriving late Friday night, the team was able to spend Saturday touring the national monuments and 
museums, finishing off the evening with dinner at an Italian restaurant. Despite the variety of fascinating 
ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŎŎǳǇȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ time for the rest of the weekend, the Sunday morning race was 
indisputably the highlight of the trip.  Enhanced by blue skies and perfect weather, what challenges the 
ten mile course offered were completely overpowered by the wonderful prospect of running through 
the ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ Soldiers and Army Family members. The opportunity to do so 
offered a great team building prospect to those Cadets who chose to participate, and wasτin shortτ
nothing less than yet another incredible experience for members of the Patriot Battalion. 

 

Patriot Battalion Cadets earn German Armed Forces Badge  
Cadet Christopher Lyon, (t/ Ψммύ  

Washington, D.C. ς Cadets Christopher Lyon όt/ Ωммύ, Amberly Glitz όt/ Ωмнύ and Cody Montelo (UMD 
Ωмлύ, from The Patriot Battalion, participated in the 2009 German Armed Forces Proficiency Badge 
testing in Washington D.C. The German Armed Forces Proficiency Badge test is held annually and 
consists of six events which Soldiers must complete satisfactorily, or above, in order to earn the coveted 
German Armed Forces Proficiency Badge. The events include a 200m swim, long jump, 100m sprint, 
3000m run, shot-put, 25 meter pistol qualification, and a ruck-march. The three Cadets competed 
alongside Soldiers from the Massachusetts National Guard, as well as Soldiers from the German Military.  
Each Soldier has three chances to pass each event required to earn the German Armed Forces 
Proficiency Badge. Scoring for the pistol shoot event is as follows: 3/5 = Bronze, 4/5 = Silver and 5/5 = 
Gold. Depending on the score from the pistol shoot, age and gender, Soldiers are required to complete a 
ruck-march in accordance with the badge they are on track to receive. For example, Gold (Male 18-29) = 
30km in 5 hours; Gold (Female 18-29) = 24km in 5 hours.  

Cadet Lyon and Glitz of Providence College both received the Gold and Cadet Montelo of UMass 
Dartmouth received the bronze and stated, ά/ƻƳǇƭŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ the GAFPB was a lot of fun. The 
German Army Officers and Diplomats provided authentic German cuisine and beer for those US Soldiers 
that were of age. I found this to be particularly beneficial to me as a future army Officer by affording me 
the opportunity to interface with foreign Officers and share life as well as military experience. I highly 
recommend this training to any and all Cadets in the Patriot battalion willingly to be challenged and to 
increase their exposure to foreign Officers ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΦέ  

 

 

 



CULP 
Cadet Lauren Magrane, (t/ Ψммύ 
  

Cadet Command, under the guidance of The Department of the Army, is currently working to 
better train and equip future Officers with vital cultural exposure and strategic language proficiency. The 
strategy aims to increase overall cultural awareness, while also providing Cadets with language training 
that they can readily apply upon their commissioning as Officers. ¢ƘŜ !ǊƳȅΩǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜ 
and language proficiency has become a more pressing issue within the last several years, primarily due 
to the globalization challenges our nation faces every day.  

In order to address such challenges, Cadet Command began incorporating language training, as 
well as integrating cultural awareness training into the Military Science and Leadership curriculum, 
including at LDAC. However, there was still a need to provide first-hand experiences to Cadets, in order 
for them to better grasp what it is like to work with foreign militaries while living abroad. Therefore, the 
George and Carol Olmsted Foundation Internship (OFCOT) was established in 2003. This program sends 
Cadets overseas during the summer months in order to learn about foreign affairs, specifically focused 
on training in the fields of international politics, diplomacy, and military affairs. Similarly, the Cadet 
Culture Immersion Internship (CCII) also immerses Cadets in cultures abroad to study foreign militaries. 
The intent of both programs is to foster confidence in military-to-military relations by engaging Cadets in 
internships. 

ROTC Cadets apply around late December or early January prior to the anticipated summer 
session. Depending on the specific program, approximately fifteen Cadets will be selected to participate 
in the training overseas. Cadets are then assigned to a specific country where they will live and study for 
approximately four weeks. The program sends participants to many different countries including: 
Germany, Slovakia, Japan, Korea, China, Egypt, and Argentina. There is no language or degree of study 
requirement for selection into the program. 

Cadets then meet at West Point for their pre-departure orientation. Typically, Cadets must brief 
to all of the Cadre and Cadet participants on a topic of interest assigned to them. Such topics pertain to 
the politics, culture, religion and even social issues of the country they will travel to. In addition, the 
time at West Point is utilized to train and prepare Cadets for the language component of their 
internships. Representatives from the US Army Training and Doctrine Command and language specialists 
teach Cadets the basics of the language. 

Finally, the Cadets embark on their trip overseas. Many trips include a preliminary week of 
touring and sightseeing around the country. During the Slovakia trip this past summer, Cadets travelled 
to Bratislava, the capital city, and visited many military museums, castles, and the U.S. Embassy. The 
Cadets also travelled to various military installations such as the Preshov Air Force Base, and the 
Explosive Ordinance Disposal Centre of Excellence (EOD COE).  

Next, Cadets travelled to the Armed Forces Academy of General aƛƭŀƴ wŀǎǘƛǎƭŀǾ ~ǘŜŦłƴƛƪ. They 
trained with a group of Cadets from the Slovak academy for approximately two weeks. The focus of the 
training consisted of three phases. The first phase was a complex water survival training program. The 
program was similar to our CWST, but was much more challenging. CadetsΩ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎǳǊŀŎȅ ǿŜǊŜ 
tested in fields of basic swimming skills, diving, water transportation and movement, and basic 
ŎƻƳōŀǘƛǾŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ άŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎέ ƛƴ ǿŀǘŜǊ. Training was conducted in deep rivers with frigid 
temperatures and sprawling rapids, during both good and bad weather to train in all conditions. Phase 
two, the climbing phase, was conducted very similarly to Mountain Warfare School. While in the woods 
for several days, Cadets learned basic sling load operations and knot-tying skills, and spent the majority 
of the time technical climbing and rappelling. Lastly, during phase three, the mountain phase, Cadets 
spent several days ruckmarching through the Low Tatra Mountains, marching and climbing for up to ten 
hours each day. Conditions were fair for the Cadets, and overall there were six Cadets who sustained 



injuries. One Cadet even had to be carried via a litter for three hours due to the rough terrain, high 
altitude and weather conditions, in order to be reached by medical assistance. This experience was most 
beneficial to the Cadets because they were able to apply the first aid skills they learned throughout their 
previous ROTC training to real-life emergencies. The Cadets finally reached the summit of the Mountain 
ǊŀƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǇƘŀǎŜ ƻŦ ά{ǳǊǾƛǾŀƭ /ŀƳǇΣέ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ {ƭƻǾŀƪǎ ƧƻƪƛƴƎƭȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄperience. 

Overall, no matter where a Cadet travels to, the experience serves to expose participants to new 
customs, languages, and cultures. It is a very unique opportunity to also see first-hand how countries 
operate under NATO, the EU, and even the UN for example. In the end, the internship promotes a 
greater understanding of how countries operate, specifically in regards to their militaries. The 
experience should be had by all Cadets, thus everyone should apply in order to be afforded the unique 
opportunity!  If you have any more questions, please contact Cadets Kristofer Seibt or Lauren Magrane. 
Cadet Seibt travelled to Germany, while Cadet Magrane travelled to Slovakia this past summer.  
 
 

Courage to Commit  
Newly Contracted Cadets for Fall 2009 

 
 

 
 

Alex Forman, PC '13 Dan Cresci, PC '13 .ǊŜƴƴŀƴ DŀǳǘǊŜŀǳΣ t/ Ψмо 

Daniel Eerhart, JWU '13 

Andrew Vinnenburg, Bryant '13 Matthew Gallagher, Bryant '13 James Leighton, UMD '13 

Nicholas Teixeira, RIC '11 Joy Joung, Brown '11 


