[image: image1.jpg]The

University of Mlississippi




REBEL BATTALION INSIDER 
“Ole Miss” Army ROTC
NOVEMBER 2007




 VOL. 2  ISSUE NO. 1 
Produced twice a year by the University of Mississippi Army ROTC Program
LTC JAMES P. SHAVER – Professor of Military Science
MSG Bradley S. Hardin – Senior Military Science Instructor
MAJ Scott Caldwell – Assistant Professor of Military Science / XO

MAJ Andrew Field – Assistant Professor of Military Science / S3 Operations

MAJ Michael Harlow – Assistant Professor of Military Science / Recruiting Officer
SFC Anthony Bell – Assistant Professor of Military Science / MS III Instructor
Ms. Kat Robakiewicz – Human Resource Assistant
Ms. Missy Downey – Senior Staff Assistant

Commander’s Corner:


By: LTC Jim Shaver
I hope you all had a great summer and are enjoying a superb Fall.  This semester has been a full one for the Rebel Battalion.  We brought in our largest freshman class in years, with 16 of them on 4-year scholarships and many more that will contract next year as SMP cadets.  We commissioned 18 cadets into the Army this past school year, and we are on track to produce about the same number of lieutenants this year.  We brought in 2 new cadre members over the summer, and we will bring in 3 more in the next few months.  The additional 
cadre are in response to the increased mission that Cadet Command gave Ole Miss.  We were missioned to produce 14 lieutenants a year, but with the increase in the authorized size of the Army coupled with our overproduction of officers at Ole Miss, the Army saw fit to raise our mission to 19 lieutenants a year.  I believe we will be able to rise to the challenge and continue to give the Army the number of quality officers they ask us for.  I ask for your help by sending us good men and women who want to attend Ole Miss and also serve their country.  I can think of no better way to start a career after college than by being a part of the Army, whether it is as an Active Duty, National Guard, or Reserve Officer.  

We have had a very productive Fall Semester.  We conducted our Fall FTX at Camp McCain in September, where we worked on land navigation skills, conducted M16A2 qualification, and executed squad tactics training.  Our weekly labs have been very intense and the cadets are learning many of the basic and advanced soldier skills they need to master.  Our MS IV cadets have really taken charge of the battalion and have done a great job of providing the necessary leadership to make the battalion successful.  

Thanks again for all of your support.  I hope you had a great Thanksgiving, and I hope your Christmas will be even better!!       

Alumni Update:

By: COL (Ret.) Bill Allen
Alumni Board President

Let me begin by saying that it is a great honor for me to have the opportunity to serve as your Alumni Board president for this year.  We have an outstanding group of men that serve on the board and we hope to continue to serve you, the alumni, and the cadets of the great Rebel Battalion in a superb manner.  The Rebel Battalion continues to grow each year, as does our list of alumni.  In fact, we added 18 alumni to our roles in this year, as we commissioned these young men and women into the service at our annual Joint Commissioning Ceremony this past May.  

I hope that we can get you more involved in the life of the Rebel Battalion this year.  We started this by having an Alumni and Parents tailgate in the new McCain Plaza during the home football game against Arkansas.  Many of you showed up and I know you had a good time catching up with old friends.  We intend to make this an annual event.  Also, we will be inviting Alumni to the Rebel Battalion Dining Out on 11 April 2008.  We will get more information out to you in the coming months as we get closer to the event.  I hope you can make it to this fun event and get the chance to interact with the cadets of the battalion.  

Although many of you live too far away from Oxford to get involved, physically, with the activities of the battalion, everyone can contribute to the continued growth and success of the program by donating to the Endowment Fund.  This is a great opportunity to support the cadets of the battalion through a scholarship that will assist them as they work their way through college.  If you are currently contributing to Ole Miss, I would encourage you to consider re-directing your contributions to be placed in the Army ROTC Alumni Endowment Fund.  If you are not a current contributor, please consider making a donation to the fund.  The battalion really needs your support.  Our board has agreed to place additional emphasis this year on our Endowment Fund and we hope to be able to include all Army ROTC Alumni on the list of contributors.  More information will be forthcoming explaining this additional emphasis.

Thanks again for your continued support of the Rebel Battalion.         

Ranger Challenge:

By: Cadet Keshel
CAMP SHELBY - The Ole Miss Army ROTC has been challenging students physically and mentally since 1936, seeing them earn commissions as second lieutenants upon graduation.  Some of the Rebel Battalion’s finest competed this past weekend in the grueling Ranger Challenge event at Camp Shelby, Mississippi, under the watchful eye of Major Michael Harlow.  Major Harlow, 
a marathon runner, has seen his team bond since the beginning of the school year.  “Our team has trained hard and maintained a special degree of professionalism throughout training and the event itself,” says Harlow with his trademark grin.  The Ranger Challenge event features an Army Physical Fitness Test (APFT), land navigation course, hand grenade assault course, one-rope bridge, field leader’s reaction course, weapons assembly/disassembly, and the killer, the 10-K ruck-run.  The Ole Miss Rangers competed against the likes of LSU, Tulane, Mississippi State, Southern Miss, South Alabama, and Jackson State, finishing the event in a tie for second with South Alabama out of twelve teams.  Tulane narrowly evaded the Rebels, gunning for their second straight championship, winning the overall title.
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The Ranger Challenge Team constructs the one-rope bridge during the competition at Camp Shelby
The Rebels were nothing if not consistent, finishing second in the APFT, land navigation course, and the 10-K ruck-march.  The APFT, composed of two minutes of pushups, two minutes of sit-ups, and a two-mile run, has a maximum score of 300 without “extended scale” points.  Extended scale points are given for exceeding the maximum raw score for an event only if the cadet “maxes out” all three events.  

Amazingly, 7 of 9 Ole Miss Rangers exceeded the “maximum” score of 300, as the Rebels averaged a remarkable 322, second only to Tulane’s 328 mark.  Ole Miss freshman Chris Yearwood took the Top Male APFT trophy with a mark of 364.  Senior co-captain Kyle McElhaney, with a score of 343 on the APFT said: “It was the best PT test I’ve ever taken because I was surrounded by 150 other cadets giving 100 percent, which pushed me to excel.”  With a personal best two-mile time of 11:27, I would say he certainly did excel.
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The Ranger Challenge Team crosses the finish line of the 10-K Ruck-Run
The “guts and glory” event of the contest is undoubtedly the 10-K ruck- run, which the Rebels completed in 1:06:34, just behind LSU’s time of 1:03:19.  This is not your father’s 10-K run either; the runners are wearing full Army Combat Uniforms with boots and carry training replica M-16s, all while carrying a 20-pound rucksack.
Each team is required to have one female on the team, and sophomore Lisa Kuklinski was up to task for Sunday’s run.  Prior to joining the Rebel Battalion this year, the longest distance she’d ever run was one mile.  “The ultimate success of the team (on the run) always depends on the female, and ‘Ski’ trained hard throughout the year, so it paid off at the end,” said Miles Faggert, co-captain along with McElhaney.

When the smoke finally cleared and the dust had settled, the Rebels fell just short of brining home their second straight first-place trophy; however, it is doubtful that any team could have worked harder than the Ole Miss Rangers in preparation for the event.  Next fall, with Major Harlow still cheering his team on, you can come to Vaught-Hemingway stadium and watch them endlessly run up and down the bleachers in preparation of the big event, but you’ll need to be early.  PT starts at 0600.  You can either show up and watch… or you can join them.
Field Training Exercise:
CAMP MCCAIN – Ole Miss Army ROTC conducted their fall field training 

exercise (FTX) on September 15 and 16 at Camp McCain, Mississippi.  Cadets 

trained on land navigation, marksmanship, and tactics.  They also negotiated Camp McCain’s obstacle course.  

            The highlight of the weekend for the incoming 33 freshmen was the ride home on a CH-47 Chinook helicopter.  “I’d never ridden in a helicopter before,” said freshman Lexie Reeser, a San Diego native.  “I liked listening to the pilots on the headphones.”   

            Lt. Col. James Shaver, Professor of Military Science, commented on the weekend: “I am very happy with the early date for the FTX this year.  It forced the seniors to come together as a staff and it was a great welcome to the program for the new cadets.”

            The battalion will host a joint FTX, integrating juniors from Ole Miss, University of Memphis, Mississippi State, Jackson State, Alabama, and University of North Alabama this spring at Camp McCain. 
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Cadet Campbell assists Cadet Welch with preparing for the Land Navigation Course during the Camp McCain FTX

Things Have Changed:

ROTC is now part of the Army’s Basic Officer Leadership Course (BOLC) curriculum.  The curriculum consists of three phases:  BOLC I, which is any commissioning source; BOLC II, a branch-immaterial six-week course at Ft. Benning or Ft. Sill; and BOLC III, a branch-specific course still informally known as OBC, Officer Basic Course.

Some lieutenants serve a short tour as gold bar recruiters at the Rebel battalion before departing for BOLC II, some depart almost immediately, and others enjoy their down time.

Recruiting Issues:

Please inform family and friends of high school seniors that NOW is the time to apply for the four year scholarships.  The high school senior can read about the requirements and complete an application at –

 http://www.goarmy.com/rotc/high_school_students.jsp 
We currently have 16 freshmen contracted with the four year scholarship and hopefully two more will pass the APFT prior to the end of the semester.
Upcoming Events:

7 DEC


Commissioning

16 JAN

Classes Resume

28 FEB – 2 MAR
Joint FTX

10-14 MAR

Spring Break

11 APR

Dining Out

12 APR

Shiloh Staff Ride

9 MAY

Commissioning

Endowment Fund:

The Alumni Endowment Fund is currently at $13,864.76 for the current semester.  We have set a goal of $50,000 by the end of this school year and would appreciate any support you may be willing to give.  To contribute, make a check payable to the UM Foundation and mail to:
Ole Miss Army ROTC 

PO Box 127

University, MS 38677
All contributions of all amounts help!!!!!
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Cadet Keshel gives the Gator Mascot his marching orders during the Ole Miss vs. Florida game 

New Cadre:
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MSG Bradley S. Hardin
Sr. Military Science Instructor
MSG Hardin has completed several military courses including: Infantry One Station Unit Training, Light Fighters phase I and II, US Army Sniper School, Ranger Indoctrination Program, Ranger School, Jungle Expert, Airborne School, Jump Master School, Primary Leadership Development Course, Basic Non-Commissioned Officers Course, Advanced Non-Commissioned Officers Course, Pre-Command Course, Air Assault School, Mountain Warfare; School Summer Phase, Mountain Warfare School; Lead Climber Course, Combat Life Saver’s Course, Tactics Certification Course, Instructor Training Course, Air-load Planners Course, Unit Movement Officers Course, Nuclear Biological and Chemical School, First Line Supervisors Course, Drill Sergeant School, and Bradley Transition Course.  
MSG Hardin has had 20 years experience as an Active Duty service member.  He has had two combat deployments.  He has served in support of the global war on terrorism in Iraq once as a Mechanized Infantry Platoon Sergeant and again as a Senior Enlisted Advisor to an Iraqi Commando Battalion.  
Among his military awards are 6 Good Conduct Medals, a Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, a Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, 2 National Defense Medals, an Iraqi Campaign Medal, 5 Army Achievement Medals, 7 Army Commendation Medals including one for Valor, 2 Meritorious Service Medals, 2 Bronze Stars, a Combat Infantry Badge, Expert Infantryman Badge, Air-Assault Badge, Airborne Badge, Canadian Airborne Badge, Ranger Tab, and Drill Sergeant Badge.  MSG Hardin’s other accomplishments include 1991 NCO of the Year for 1-21 Infantry, Bradley Top Gun for 1-26 Infantry from August 2004 thru September 2006 and Honor Graduate from the Bradley Transition Course.

